PC(USA) - Presbyterian News Service - PC(USA)’s top court reviews same-sex wedding case

Home > News Service > PC(USA)’s top court reviews same-sex wedding case

08330
April 25, 2008

PC(USA)’s top court reviews same-sex wedding
case

Home

Staff

Spahr’s lawyers: There’s no constitutional ban on same-

sex weddings About the News

Service

by Evan Silverstein Open Meeting Policies
Presbyterian News Service

Subscriptions

LOUISVILLE — Lawyers for the Rev. Jane Adams Spahr, who is facing
charges for performing weddings for two lesbian couples, told members of Story Archives
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s highest court on Friday (April 25) that
there is no language in the denomination’s constitution that prohibits same- PC News in RSS
gender couples from marrying.

Spahr, in a reversal of an earlier decision, was
found guilty last year of violating the PC
(USA)’s constitutional ban on performing
same-sex marriages.

The Permanent Judicial Commission of the

General Assembly convened at the

Presbyterian Center here to take up an appeal
by Spahr of that ruling by the Synod of the The Rev. Jane Adams Spahr
Pacific’s Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC).

Sara Taylor of San Francisco, one of Spahr’s lawyers, said the 65-year-old
retired minister and lesbian activist acted within her rights and did not
violate church law by performing the weddings.

“We will agree that there is descriptive language regarding the definition of
marriage in the Book of Order, we do not deny that, but unlike ordination
or other things there are no mandatory prohibitions,” Taylor told the
General Assembly PJC in her opening remarks. “There is no language in
the constitution of this church that prohibits same-gender couples from
marrying. Disciplinary actions are under the purview of the presbytery.”
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